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TO OUR PATRONS. 


The present number commences the second year of the Christian 
Messenger, and we are happy to say, that we enter upon this 
volume with prospects far more encouraging, than we could have 
anticipated, when we first proposed our work to the publick. The 
liberal patronage, which has been afforded us, the punctuality of 
subscribers in the payment of their bills, and the additional number 
of subscriptions: which have been received for the ensuing year, 
lead us to indulge the pleasing hope, that our feeble efforts in the 
glorious cause of piety and truth, have not proved entirely abortive. 
A cause so noble and sacred as that of christianity, is indeed enti- 
tled to the aid of such talents and wisdom, as were designed to 
cast superiour lustre around the path of the favourite sons of ge- 
nius and religion, and ornament the silver locks of experienced 
sages. ‘To these we make no pretensions; but still we cannot for- 
bear to rejoice, that meaner talents, when the noblest are with- 
holden, may be exerted in the cause of virtue and humanity with 
some success, if owned and blest by Him, without whose smiles 
illustrious endowments prove no blessing, and can effect no noble 
end. While, therefore, we acknowledge and lament our own in- 
competency to do ample justice to such a cause, we cannot but be 
encouraged to perseverance, when we remember that God some- 
times chooses the weak things of this world to confound the mighty, 
and promises his blessing on the feeblest efforts arising from an 
honest heart, directed to a worthy purpose. Relying on divine as- 
sistance, and encouraged by the past kindness end candour of our 
readers to hope for the same candour and indulgence in future, we 
are determined with renewed zeal and diligence to prosecute the 
work we have undertaken, and most earnestly crave the divine di- 
rection of that Saviour, whose glorious cause we profess to espouse. 

During the past year, we have been obliged to encounter many 
difficulties, which are not hereafter to be expected. Most of our 
readers being unaccustomed to religious publications similar to our 
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own, have had, as it. were, a new taste to form for reading; and 
some, perhaps, in search of novelty and amusement alone, have been 
somewhat disappointed in their expectations; as it has not been so 
much our object to satisfy the curiosity and delight the fancy, as to 
enlighten the understanding and affect the heart. by recording those 
interesting circumstances which have marked the course of the de- 
voted missionary, and attended the progress of divine truth. Va- 
riety in reading is, indeed, always pleasing. and often beneficial; 
but too great variety in a small publication like our own, would be 
injurious, and defeat the object which we have in views therefore if 
it be desirable. let it be obtained through proper channels, let va- 
rious publications, having specifically different objects in view be 
encouraged and perused, then each will effect its proper object and 
readers will be gratified with variety. 

It has not been heretofore in our power to give so frequent and 
general accounts of the progress of religion in every denomination 
of christians who patronize this work, as we desired and hoped it 
world—owing to the great difficulty of procuring foreign publica- 
tions, and interesting domestick communications, on the first es- 
tablishment of our paper; this difficulty will hereafter be obviated, 
as we expect shortly to be regularly supplied with religious periodi- 
cal works, from Great Britain, Scotland, and Germany; and as 
many new correspondents have tendered their services in different 
parts of the country, who will very soon, we doubt not, redeem the 
pledges they have given us. ‘To those correspondents who have fa- 
voured us with their assistance the past year, we tender our most 
hearty thanks, and solicit a continuance of their attention. 

We lament most deeply the ill health of one of our respected 
and attentive correspondents, whose elegant essays gave much in- 
terest to our work, and satisfaction to our readers, on its first es- 
tablishment; and we most sincerely rejoice at the prospect of re- 
turning health, and a renewal of that correspondence which has so 
long been unavoidably suspended. 

It has been our constant endeavour to avoid all question$ which 
generate strife and contentions among different denominations of 
christians, and to give an equal share of attention to each of the 
sects who support this publication; and we pledge ourselves still to 
adhere strictly to this course—and do most earnestly request com- 
munications from christians of every name, and assure our readers 
that no efforts on our part shall be wanting to give publicity to all 
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interesting occurrences which may in any manner promote the ge- 
neral cause of truth and righteousness, 


THE EDITOR. 





BIBLE SOCIETY OF BALTIMORE. 


The annual meeting of this society was held in St. Paul’s Church 
on Tuesday last. A considerable number of highly respectable citi- 
zens attended, and the Rev. Dr. Jennings having been called to the 
chair, the secretary, Mr. Owen, read the annual report, which was, 
truly animated and interesting. On motion of S. I. Donaldson, 
Esq. a vote of thanks was passed by the society to the officers of the 
board of managers, after which the right Rev. bishop Kemp, first 
vice-president, addressed the meeting in a short and impressive 
speech, and was followed by the Hon. Alexander C."Hanson, second 
vice-president, at considerable length, and by the Hon. Mr. Golds- 
borough, and Rey. Dr. Jennings. The addresses of these several 
gentlemen excited no small degree of feeling and interest in ail who 
heard them, and could not fail of leaving impressions on every mind, 
highly favourable to the interests and progress of the society. We 
hope in a few days to gratify our readers with a perusal of the re- 
port. At the close of the exercises a liberal collection was taken up 
for the benefit of the society; and a number of new subscribers were 
obtained; after which the following gentleman were elected mana- 
gers for the ersuing year. 

Right Rev. Dr. Kemp, Rev. Wm. E. Wyatt, Rev. Dr. Kurtz, Dr. 
Maxwell McDowell, Mr. I. H. Owen, Mr. Alex. Fridge, Mr. James 
Campbell, Mr. Samuel. I. Donaldson, Dr. Samuel Baker, Rev. Dr. 
Roberts, Mr. Baltzer Schaeffer, Mr. Owen Dorsey, Mr. John Gib- 
son, Rev. Dr. S. K. Jennings, Rev. John Healy, Mr. Evan Thomas, 
jun. Mr. Thomas Finley, Hon. A. C. Hanson, Rev. A. Neal, Mr. 
James Martin, Hon. Nicholas Brice, Rev. John W. Bartow, Rey. 
Dr. Inglis, Mr. John C. Richards. 


ie 
; ANECDOTE. 

Eliza Embert, a young Parisian, resolutely discarded a gentleman, 
fo whom she was to have been married the next day, because he 
ridiculed religion. Having given him a gentle reproof, he replied, 
that a man of the world would not be so old fashioned as to regard 
God and religion. Eliza immediately startled! but soon recover- 
ing herself, said, “from this moment, when I discover that you do 
not respect religion, I cease to be yours. [le who does not love 
and honour God, can never love his wife honestly and sincerely.” 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


FOREIGN. 


— 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE LONDON JEWS SOCIETY. 


Extracts from letters of the Rev. L. Way, to the London Society 
for promoting christianity among the Jews. Amsterdam. 


A new door of entrance and utterance has here been opened, 
which, as it chiefly concerns our object, I will first state. We had 
heard at Rotterdam that there was an episcopal chapel here also, 
but no minister or service. After some ineffectual inquiries, Mr. 
G ,of H , who knew Mr. Cox, called and gave us all par- 
ticulars, having formerly been church-warden here. He took upon 
himself to obtain permission for us to preach on the following Sun- 
day, the 24th, morning and evening. on Wednesday the 27th, and 
Sunday the 31st, when Solomon assisted me in the sacrament, and 
— himself in the evening. The congregations have been 
arge; never less than two hundred. They have heard the word 

ladly. Several Jews (and one whole family) attended. A great 
desire is excited to continue the service; if requisite, arrangements 
can be made, aud certainly so desirable an object must be followed 
up. ‘The accounts of the number of Jews vary, but there are at least 
forty thousand perishing for lack of knowledge, and a great number 
of episcopalian christians, who attend the Scotch dissenters from 
necessity. 

Next to this encouraging circumstance of the chapel, we have 
many applications from Jews for our books, and [ have interviews 
with both the rabbies, the details of which will be separately given. 
There is certainly a great opening in this place for the promotion 
of the object, ia which many persons are well disposed to concur. 
‘Two printers have offered to reprint our tracts, and take the risk 
of sale on themselves: and, if I had no ulterior and immediate ob- 
ject, I should deem my own time better employed here than in En- 

land. So many of the Jews understand English, that a language 
need not be obtained to preach to them. 
Amsterdam, Sept. 12, 1817. 

This week being the time of the great fair, the city has been 
full of noise and bustle, and as our windows look out upon the 
bridge which leads to the place of principal resort of idleness, we 
have had enough of that sort of vulgar dissipation which afforded 
subjects for the school of Teniers and his successors. On Wednes- 
day evening the rabble were dispersed on a sudden by a tremen- 
dous storm of thunder and rain, which swept the streets like a 
broom. Being the eve of the new year with the Jews, I could net 
avoid reflecting on the day when “the coming of the Son of man 
will be like the lightning which shineth from the east even to the 
west.” The appearance in the firmanent at the first was like that 
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ef a sudden sun rather than a flash—a fiery globe shedding its rays on 
either side. The Jews suppose that the world was finished at this time 
of our year, and that the Messiah will come at this time: and this is 
another curious coincidence of their opinions with those of christians; 
for J. Mede supposed they would be converted by an appearance tn 
the sky manifested from Jerusalem at the time of the equinox. Be 
this as it may, I have not as yet heard of any Jewish or even chris- 
tian reflections on the subject, except the above. The next morn- 
ing (Thursday 11th) the synagogues were all as full as they could 
holds even the Portuguese, the largest in Europe, capable of con- 
taining three thousand. ‘The service for the new year was certain- 
ly performed with more than usual solemnity, and the ram’s horn 
sounded thirty times while the assembly sat in silence. This had 
an imposing effect; one could not help praying that they might soon 
hear the true trumpet, even the silver sound of salvation, and thus 
introduce the great jubilee. ‘he German Jews observe the festival 
with more pomp, if that word can be applied to white shirts and 
night caps, in which the priests and great part of the congregation 
were dressed. ‘This also was novel to me, and very striking;—but 
how poor in comparison of the “white raiments, even the righteous- 
ness of the saints!*? Oh! when will the veil be taken from their hearts 
and the film fall from their eyes!—Come, Lord Jesus! come quickly! 
Amen. I must not forget to add, that in the course of this day I 
was much refreshed by a visit from Mr. Samuel Muller, Ministre 
Menonite, who is a man of real piety, and brought with him one A, 
J. W , of Amsterdam, a truly converted Jew, whom he hai late- 
ly baptized; who seemed to have been gradually “convinced of sin, 
righteousness, and judgment.” It was truly delightful to see what 
the Lord had done for him, “without tarrying for any of the sons of 
men;”’ a striking contrast to another Israelite, who bas nothing of 
the patriarch Jacob but his name. This man, in appearance most 
respectable, had called the day before, and after a short introduc- 
tion, had told me that he had a proposal to make very advantageous 
to the cause, &c. Having a strong suspicion of the nature of the 
advantage, I desired him, as he wrote French, to give it me on pa- 
pers; and it turns out to be a plan for purchasing two million tn the 
Austrian funds, with a certainty of ten per cent. pour tous les specu- 
lants. I add this circumstance only to show that I do not state one 
side of the question, without admitting the othar. My answer to 
this cool proposal, will consist simply of areference to Jer. vi. 10, 
13, 17, which will account for the whole, and impress him, I fear, 
no more than his offer affected me. We cannot serve God and 
Mammon.” 





Amsterdam, Sep. 13. 
This morning a Jew named ——, with whom I had before con- 
versed, called at breakfast time. This man acknowledged that he 
had for upwards of thirty years attended the synagogue, with a se- 
cret conviction that Jesus was the Messiah; but the fear of losing his 
employment among his Jewish brethren, had prevented him from 
openly avowing his belief. He said that when his son was settled 
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he should like-to be baptized, that he might die a christian. As this 
man was well acquainted with the New Testament, I cited several 
passages, to show him the danger of such hypocrisy and delay in the 
concerns of his soul. He seemed most struck by my remark, that 
Christ would not allow a man even to go and bury his father, before 
he avowed him as the Messiah; and that the establishment of his son 
was not so good an excuse for procrastination. He said I had texts 
to fit him at the top of my finger. I told him the bottom of his heart 
was a better place for them, and if he would pray God to put them 
there, he would find what I had said was true. This man asked for 
nothing but spiritual instruction, and he is the strongest instance I 
have yet met with abroad, of the secret predisposition of the Jews to 
receive the gospel. He told me he knew above a hundred in the 
town in his own situation, and that if all were to come forward, he 
would, but he did not like to be the first. I told him to do some- 
thing: for Christ, who had done so much for him already, in bring- 
ing him to these convictions; and as the man seemed seriously af- 
fected, I told him te take encouragement from the case of Nicode- 
mus, who first came to Jesus secretly, for fear of the Jews, and then 
said a word for him in the synagogue, and after his death was not 
ashamed to own him publickly as the Lord and Saviour. The man 
said this was very comfortable to think of, and he would pray for 
strength; “but pray sir,” says he, “do you think I cannot be saved 
unless I am baptized publickly?” “I can only answer that.” said I, 
‘in the words of Christ, ‘Whosoever shall confess me before men, 
&c. &e.”” 
Doblehn in Courland, on the road to Riga, Nov. 28, 1818. 
The character of our dear brother Solomon rises daily in my es- 
teem. I do hope he is a man of God’s own choice. Grace was 
never given to extinguish nature, but to regulate and sanctify it. 
I have often seen the silent tear trickle down his cheek, when un- 
avoidable allusions have been made to his family, and on one Sunday, 
when he was reading the Litany at our private service, he was so 
overcome at the petition, “that it may please thee to provide for 
the fartherless children and widows,” that he could not pro- 
ceed, and I was forced to continue. The only remark he ever 
made upon this was, “that in the Litany there is a provision made 
for all possible wants;” and indeed our excellent and truly spi- 
ritual service is a great refreshment in lands, ‘where no water is.”’ 
We entered the Russian dominions on the 25th. In the midst 
of a savage and howling wilderness, we overtook a caravan of Jew- 
ish merchants. I was left alone, Solomon being gone for horses to 
the other side of the hill. I collected five at the chaise door, whose 
names I have. I opened a Hebrew Bible at the first chapter of 
Isaiah, and made them read it. I then took out a Testament, and 
pointed to the third of John, whica one of them read as far as Nico- 
demus is concerned. I hope the Lord was in the midst of us. I 
gave them a copy each, and who knows but this might be one of 
the streams, which the Lord has promised to open in desert places, 
T saw their faces no more, but I bear them on my heart before the 
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throne of grace. They were evidently much struck (and I hope it 
was not all carnal admiration) at seeing such merchandise contain- 
ed in a carriage so different from their own of rafters and straw, 
with a howling wilderness on one side, and a roaring ocean on the 
other. 


_——»_ +o 


METHODIST MISSIONS. 


WEST INDIES. 


Extract of a letter from Messrs. Raby, Shrewsbury, and Hillier, 
tothe commitiee, dated Tortola, Oct. 11, 1817. 


The instruction of youth we have viewed as an object of supreme 
importance: we beheld them as sheep having no shepherd, Of them, 
it might be truly said, that no man cared for their souls, Brought 
into the world in a state of ignorance and sin; examples before them 
which they are by far too prone to imitate; and no grace to resist 
those temptations which an indefatigable adversary is ever ready to 
present to the mind;—in this state they were presented unto us, and 
beheld with the tenderest compassion, and sincerest regard for their 
present and future welfare. A conviction that it was our imperious 
duty to attempt this, led us to pay particular attention to the Sun- 
day school established by our worthy predecessors; and which we are 
happy to inform you, continues to wear an aspect truly encouraging. 
Upwards of one hundred and twenty children are taught to read: 
and perhaps we are justified in saying, that this is one of the small- 
est advantages they will reap from this institution. Several chil- 
dren appear under serious impressions; and we fervently pray, that 
these may not be like the morning cloud, or the early dew, which 
passeth away; but may the children continue to increase in piety 
and devotedness to God, and be a sced to serve him for ages to 
come. 

Some time ago, several slave-ships destined to foreign parts, fell 
inte the hands of British cruisers, and were ordered for this island. 
Considerable numbers of those, torn by the hand of violence from 
their native country, have since their arrival, been instructed in the 
Wee ot of christianity, baptized as members of society, and we 
lope we are not too sanguine when we say, are in possession of that 
grace, which renders them worthy of confidence, and useful mem- 
bers of the community. 

The prosperity which continues to attend the preaching of the 
gospel in different parts of the world, is indeed to us a source of the 
greatest consolation. We contemplate with the utmost pleasure, 
that period of the church, when Jehovah shall claim the outcasts as 
his right; when the blessings of the gospel shall be extended to every 
nation, to every people, and to every tongue. Miss. Not. 
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NOVA SCOTIA. 


Extract of a letter from Mr. Dunbar, to the committee, dated Cum- 
berland, Nova Scotia, Sept. 12, 1817. t 


At our last district meeting I was re-appointed for the Cumber- 
land circuit, agreeably to my own, and I believe the general wish 
of the people. The last year-was a very good year to this, as much 
so as they have known for many years. We had great peace, and 
some success in the name of the Lord. I think I never spent a more 
happy and comfortable, nor, perhaps, a more useful year in all my 
life. Glory be to God, for ali the good that is done in me and by 
me. We have two new chapels just finished, and since the district 
meeting we have had an increase, and still a pleasing prospect of yet 
greater good being done in the citcuit. 

Last Sunday evening I met the society at Point de Bute (a place 
where our society has been more than doubled the last year,) and it 
was truly a precious time; many could say it was “good for them to 
be there.” In this place our congregations are so large that the 
friends talk of enlarging their chapel, or building a new one. 

On the 22d instant, I intend to form a missionary society for the 
circuit at this place; and I think much help will be afforded, and 
good done by it. 

Iam happy in my soul, and happy in my work, and I long to be 
more useful inmy day. We want another preacher for this circuit; 

great for one, and we have the means of support at 
least for a single man. ! look for one this fall. [ Miss. Not. 


-—» +e 


AMERICAN MISSIONS IN INDIA. 


Extract of aletter from the Rev. H. Bardwell, missionary in India, 
to the Rev. Wm. Fisher of Stanford, (Con.) dated Bombay, Dec. 
14, 1817. 


[The place which our missionaries hold in the hearts of thousands 
in this country, will cause even their private and personal commu- 
nications to be read with interest. Christians who caf bear each 
other’s burdens, wil! participate in their sorrows as well as joys; 
and we trust their temporal and spiritual welfare is borne on the 
prayers of every friend of missions daily at the throne of grace. } 

DEAR BROTHER,—Since I last wrote, God has been trying us by 
afflictive dispensations. Our dear little son, the child of our pray- 
ers aud of our a ay is no longer with us. God has called him, 
and he is gone. He began to decline in health about the first of 
August last; and on the 7th of September his little spirit forsook its 
pleasant tenement, and left his fond parents to mourn and weep. 

We probably feel the loss of this dear child more than we should, 


were we in America, surrounded by our friends and relatives. We 


anticipated much pleasure in bringing up the dear little boy for the 
service of God among the heathen. Now since the will of God is 
made known to us respecting him, we cannot object; neither are we 
disposed to murmur. 
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On the 19th of November, I was seized with a violent attack of 
the liver complaint. Fora number of days, it seemed to be the 
opinion of the physician who attended me, that I should not reco- 
ver. On the third day of my sickness, there was such a pressure on 
my lungs, from the enlargement and inflammation of the liver, that 
my breathing was rendered exceedingly difficult. The-gate of death 
seemed already opened, and eternity was full in my view. I bade 
farewell to my affectionate wile, expecting, in a few moments to 
stand in the presence of my Judge. This difficulty of breathing was 
relieved by copious bleeding and blistering. 1 am now fast recov- 
ering, though my strength is so feeble that I am hardly able to 
write. 

Respecting the state of our mission, you will learn every thing 
of cousequence from our present communication to the beard. 

We have completed the trans/ation and printing of the gospel of 
Matthew. This is daily distributed among the people, and is read 
daily in all our native schools. 

Though it is encouraging to see the people manifest some consi- 
derable eagerness to obtain the gospel; yet we are sensible that no 
good will resuit to them unless the Spirit of God apply the truth to 
their hearts. We have great hopes in our system of schooling. The 
boys in the schools (the number of which is at present nearly four 
hundred) seem much attached to us. and very anxious to obtain 
printed books, and are ambitious in learning to read them. We 
have lately established a schoo! among the black Jews in this place. 
In this school are about sixty boys. It would afford you much plea- 
sure to hear them read their Hebrew Scriptures. Their common 
language is Mahratta. ‘They read without scruple the gospel in 
Mahratta, christian tracts, catechisms, or any thing that we give 
them. ‘The Jews here are exceedingly ignorant. In many respects 
they are heathens. But as they have the same Scriptures with us, 
they are very ready to say, when conversing with them on religion, 
that their religion and ours are thesame. ‘They have a small syna- 
gogue, and meet weekly on the 7th day to read the law and perform 
other religious ceremonies. 

We have not heard from the brethren in Ceylon for six weeks 
past. They were well when we heard, except brother Warren, 
whose health was feeble. [ Relig. Intel. 


— + 


BAPTIST MISSIONS. 


The Quarterly'Review, number 30th, observes:—“The brief view 
of the Baptist missions” will be considered as an interesting docu- 
ment. The society was first established in 1792, but the Indian 
mission did not take place till seven years after this period; and 
they have now twenty stations in the east, the two extreme ones be- 
ing four thousand miles apart. That of Serampore, their head quar- 
ters was established in 1799, by Thomas and Carey, and the prin- 
ciples on which they agreed to act was, “that no one should engage 
in any private trade, but that whatever was procured by any mem- 
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ber of the family, should be appropriated for the benefit of the mis- 
sion.” Following up this principle, doctor Carey in the college, 
Dr. Marshman in the school, and Mr. Ward in ad ghhe tee 
have, each of them, for some years past contributed considerably 
more than one thousand pounds a year to the general fund. The 
sum expended by them annually in the three departments of mis- 
sionary stations, translations and schools, amounts to about fourteen 
thousand pounds sterling. From this sum, in the year 1813, were 
supported fifty-three missionaries of various nations, with their fa- 
milies; nineteen translations of the scriptures were carried on, six 
thousand volumes printed, with nearly twenty thousand copies of 
the gospels, and twenty-five thousand smaller books; and above a 
thousand children of various nations were instructed in useful 
knowledge. Of these fourteen thousand pounds, seven thousand 
arise wholly out of the personal labour of the missionaries, two thou- 
sand from India charities, and the rest, namely. five thousand, have 
been remitted from Europe and America. At Serampore extensive 
premises were purchased, on which have been erected dwelling- 
houses for the missionaries, school-rooms, a spacious hall for pub- 
lick worship, a printing-oflice, in which ten presses are constantly 
employed, a type-foundery, in which the types are cast for several 
eastern languages; and a mill for making paper, of a quality far su- 
periour to that of India made in the usual way, which in five or six 
years ts generally devoured by worms and insects; whereas it is sta- 
ted that the paper made by the missionaries, remained untouched 
by worms, when placed among other paper halfeaten up by them. 
Their progress in the various oriental languages is really wonder- 
ful; but so are their exertions, and their contempt of bodily suffer- 
ing and personal danger. No sooner is a country opened for the 
exercise of their zeal, than they set about learning the language. 
Farther on, the Review observes:—We may form some idea of 
the exertions of these pious men, when it is stated that they 
have translated the scriptures wholly or in part into twenty-seven 
different languages: of which the Review particularly names four- 
teen, and adds—Many thousand copies of the gospels have been 
distributed in these languages, and it is said that the distribution of 
the scriptures and of religious tracts in the vernacular tongue has 
had the effect of exciting a lively interest in the knowledge of the 
gospel: and that of late many instances have occurred of conversion, 
by meaus of these translations aione, without the intervention of 
any missionary; that Brahmins and many others of high caste have 
already been baptized. and that a great number of native preachers 
have met with the greatest success in various parts of India. 
[ Conn. Cour. 


—[—=— 


ANECDOTE. 

A poor but intelligent man, who had received a Bible, being 
asked to become a free subscriber of one penny a week, con- 
sented, saying, “if I find myself grow poorer, | will deprive myself 
of half a pint of porter a week, that | may subscribe for this work.” 
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KENTUCKY BIBLE SOCIETY. 


Extract from the records of the annual meeting of the Kentucky 
Bible Society, auxiliary to the American Bible Society, held at 
Lexington, on the first Thursday in April, 1818. 


“His excellency Gabriel Slaughter in the chair, the foregoing re- 
port was submitted to the managers, which was accepted, and or- 
dered, with the subjoined address, to be published. 

The following resolution was moved by Dr. James Blythe, and 
unanimously carried: “Resolved, that the thanks of this society be 
presented to the managers of the American Bible Society, for the 
invaluable present which they have made to the western country, in 
the use of two sets of stereotype plates;” which being seconded, 
Dr. Blythe rose and delivered the following 


ADDRESs. 

Mr. Prestpent,—Upon making this motion, I cannot. forbear 
expressing the sentiments to which the occasion gives birth. 

To attempi at this time to delineate either the principles or bles- 
sings of Bible societies, would be a waste of time, and a trespass 
upon the intelligence of this Society, for which it would be difficult 
to find an apology. 

To meet and to endeavour to refute the various objections to 
which honest doubt, scowling envy, or the trembling forebodings of 
vice and infidelity may have given birth, might seem to promise 
more usefulness; but from these unpleasant subjects, upon an occa- 
sion like the present, the mind hastens away. Into the hand of that 
mercy which dictated and bestowed the Bible, every heart of piety 
in this assembly would commit the fastidious, the sceptical, the en- 
vious, and the temporising, who have bartered their interest in Bible 
societies at the shrine of some isolated policy; while we would exhile- 
rate our hearts, and make our hands strong in God’s work, by a re- 
trospect of the past, and an anticipation of the future. 

The mind of the philanthropick statesman marks with exquisite 
delight the first rudiments of organized society among his species: 
and his heart warms with a kindlier flame, while he traces the foot- 
steps of his progenitors, as they slowly delineated the path that may 
have led his own countrymen from the wilds of barbarism, to order, 
to the blessings of civilized life, to liberty, to peace, and to national 
grandeur. 

The philosopher discerns with microscopick eye, the first dawn- 
ings of science; he traces with wonder the progress of the haman mind, 
now busied and puzzled about the most obvious truths. Then ex- 
panding her pinions, and beginning first to look abroad upon the 
creation of God, and anon grasping with some degree of precision, 
no inconsiderable part of the universe, and trac.ng her wondrous 
flight among the stars. At every step he exults over his nature, and 
pours fresh incense upon the altar of science. And shall the heart 
of the christian philanthropist be cold? his bosom unmoved with 
pious gratitude? his tongue silent in the praises of Immanuel, while 
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the wonder-working arm of Jehovah is made bare in the sight of the 
whole world. While from smal! and almost imperceptible begin- 
nings the most stupendous results have arisen—woile the light of 
life is shedding its mild and invigorating influence on the eads of 
the earth—while the Bible, that only panoply against human misery, 
is annually multiplying in a quadruplicate ratio—while the lawless 
hand of power is miraculously converted into a shield and a shade 
under which half the peasantry of Europe recline in devout since- 
rity—while the sweet charities of the gospel are eutwining an in- 
dissoluble cord, by which human misery shal! be united to christian 
sympathy, and all the endearing relations of man to nan be strength- 
ened—-while the unhallowed partitions which have separated the 
follower of Christ from his fellow-labourer and fellow-heir are 
crumbling te dust—while the posterity of Abraham the friend of 
God, begin to look to Calvary and the cross—while Ethiopia is 
stretching out her hands to God—while foreboding infidelity is 
either hushed to silence, or half constrained to join in the general 
chorus of “peace on earth, and good will to man”—while these 
things are transpiring every day, the heart of piety will exult, the 
tongue of piety will speak, the hand of piety will be busy, the eye 
of piety will catch the opening prospect; and pious philosophy and 
patriotism, will unite with regal and imperial influence, to build up 
the growing kingdom of Immanuel. 

Mr. President—an inquiry interesting to us all presents itself, 
viz. by what means shall, we concentrate some of those hallowed 
rays which at this moment warm the bosoms of myriads of our fel- 
low-christians? The energy of the western people, and particularly 
those of our own state, is proverbial. By what means, sir, shall we 
elicit those energies in the noblest cause that ever called forth the 
powers of nan? Shall we pray to him with whom is the residue of 
the Spirit? Yes. But we will do more than pray—we will cast our 
eyes over the christian world, and receive the rvsP1RATION of Ex- 
AMPLE. From the bosom of civilized life; from beside the still wa- 
ters where the chief shepherd is leading us, and trom the green pas- 
tures where he is causing us to lie down, we will im our devout con- 
tewplations follow the footsteps of those truly apostolick men, who 
are braving perils by land and perils by sea, having lett all to fol- 
low Christ—who having drank deep into the spirit of their Master, 
“do not count their life dear unto them, so that they might finish 
their course with joy, and the ministry which they have received of 
the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God,” to their 
poor idolatrous fellow men. We will hail the era of Bible societies, 
when the benevolence of Jesus animates millions of his followers. 
We will look to the cross itself and admire and adore him who em- 
ploved his whole life, and poured out his whole blood in doing good; 
and we will oo and imitate, as we can, lis example. 

It is worthy of remark, that all the grand efforts that have been 
made on the old continent, during the eventful period of the last 
twelve or fifteen years, for the advancement of Messiah's kingdom, 
have had their origin in the midst of troubles unparalleled, and dis- 


tresses such as Eurone never saw before. In support ef this re- 
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mark, I might refer you to the history of the last twenty years. 
That the political commotions of Europe were urged by those who 
were luke-warm, and dreaded by the most sanguine, will be obvious 
from the following quotation made from a circular address to the 
people of England, bearing date 1804, and designed to prepare the 
way, as it actually did, for the formation of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society. “If the present period,” says the writer, “is not 
the most auspicious to such undertakings, neither is there any dan- 
yer of its being fatal to them. ‘The walls of Jerusalem,’ it is writ- 
ten, ‘shal! be built in troublesome times.’ In fact, how many suc- 
cessful efforts for the promotion of human happiness, have been made 
amidst the clouds and tempests of national calamities,” Notwith- 
standing these apprehensions the work commenced, 
(To be continued.) 


+ 


MISCELLANEOUS. 





Mr. AnprEws—lI hope you will give the following a place in 
your paper. It is copied from the 5th volume of Dr. Watts’ works. 
The docter subjoined ‘the speech” tea discourse on Job xiv. 1S— 
15, entitled “Safety in the grave, and joy at the resurrection.” 

“Among my papers,” says Dr. W. “I have found a speech spo- 
ken at a grave, which I transcribed almost fifty years ago, and 
which deserves to be saved from) perishing. It was pronoun- 
ced many years before at the funera| of a pious P- by a minis- 
ter there present, supposed to be the Rev. Mr. Peter Sterry; and 
the subject of it being suited to this Hiscourse, I fhought it not im- 
proper to preserve it here.”” He adds in a note, “a line or two is 
altered in this speech, to suit it more to the understanding and the 
sense of the present age.” 


THE SPEECH. 

“Christian friends, though sin be entered into the world, and by sin 
death, and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned, 
Rom. v. 12, yet it seems not wholly suitable to our christian hope, 
to stand by and see the grave with open mouth take in, and swal- 
low down any part of a precious saint, and not bring some testimo- 
ny against the devourer. And yet that our witness may be in righ- 
teousness, we must first own, acknowledge, and accept of that good 
and serviceableness that is in it. 

“For through the death and resurrection of our dear Redeemer, 
death and the grave are become sweetened to us, and sanctified for 
us: So that as death is but a sleep, the grave through his lying down 
in it, and rising again, is become as a bed of repose, to them that 
are in him, oat a safe and quiet hiding place for his saints till the 
resurrection. 

“And in this respect we do for ourselves, and for this our dearly 
beloved in the Lord, accept of thee, O grave, and readily deliver up 
her body to thee: it is a body that hath been weakened and wearied 
with long affliction and anguish, we freely give it into thee; receive 
it and Iet it have in thee a quiet rest from all its labours; for thus 























16 THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER, 


we read it written of thee, There the wicked cease from troubling, 
and there the weary are at rest; Job iii. 17. 

“Besides, it is, O grave, a body that hath been sweetly embalmed 
by a virtuous, pious, peaceable conversation, by several inward open- 
ings and outpourings of the spirit of life, by much patience and 
meekness in strong trials and afflictions: receive it, and let it enjoy 
in thee, what was once deeply impressed on her own heart, and ina 
due season written with her own hand, a Sabbath in the grave. 

“But we know thee, O grave, to he also a devourer, and yet we 
can freely deliver up the body unto thee. There was in it a con- 
tracted corruptibility, dishonour and weakness; take them as thy 
propes prey, they belong to thee, and we would not withhold them 

rom thee: Freely swallow them up for ever, that they may appear 
no more. 

“Yet know, O grave, there is in the body, considered as once uni- 
ted to such a soul,a divine relation to the Lord of life; and this thou 
must not, thou canst not destroy. But know, and even before thee, 
and over thee be it spoken, that there is a season hastening wherein 
we shall expect it again from thee in incorruption, honour and power. 

‘We now sow it into thee in dishonour, but expect it again re- 
turned from thee in glory; we now sow it into thee in weakness, we 
expect it again in power; we now sow it into thee a natural body, 
we look for it again from thee a spiritual body; 1 Cor. 15, 42—44. 

“And when thou hast fulfilled that end for which the Prince of 
life, who took thee captive made thee serve, then shalt thou who hast 
devoured, be thyself also swallowed up; for thus it is written of thee, 
O death, I will be thy plague, O grave, I will be thy destruction; 
Hosea xiii. 14. And then shall we sing over thee what is also writ- 
ten of thee, O death, where is now thy sting? O grave, where is now 
thy victory? 1 Cor. xv. 55. men.” 

Such is the speech, and such the exalted hope of the believer in 
Jesus; and may I be permitted to remind those who mourn forfriends 
‘departed in the faith,” of the consolation derivable from such glo- 
rious truths. ‘Concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow 
not, even as others which have nohope. For if we believe that Je- 
sus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will 
God bring with him.” 

Let that person too, who is united to Jesus Christ by “like pre- 
cious faith,” look, without terrour, nay, let him look with comfort 
into his opening grave, remembering the words of his Redeemer, “I 
am the resurrection and the life’ —**wherefore comfort one another 
with these words.” And I think this is enough to excite in every 
one an anxious inquiry, “how may I be interested in these glorious 
blessings?” The answer is, “Believe on that Jesus who died and 
ruse again.” ¥. 

Athens, Ohio, March 9. | Week. Rec. 
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